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S P E C I A L P O I N T S
O F I N T E R E S T :
- Labor Day Weekend - No
school on Friday, Sept. 3rd and
Monday Sept. 6th.
- MEBANE on the MOVE Saturday, Sept. 11th @ 9:30AM
- Field Trip - Oct. 11th - Colonial
Days at Alamance Battleground
- MEMORY - Last Week - Prov. 1:7
- This - K/1 - 1 Cor. 13:4-8a
- 2/3 - Prov. 26:20, 21
- Next - John 1:3
PRAYER

•

Students - Pray that we
would abundantly serve
the needs of every child.

•

Enrollment - We will
begin promotion for the
2011/2012
enrollment
soon. As always, pray for
God’s
direction
and
blessing!

•

Pray for one another Pray that God would give
to us what He requires.
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A G ran d E x p e r i m e n t
The brilliant and engaging Charles
Colson is well known for three things;
his prison sentence following his
involvement in the Nixon Watergate
scandal,
his conversion to
Christianity
during
that
imprisonment, and his current
ministries with Prison Fellowship, and
the Breakpoint radio commentary. In
1999, he published what he has
called his MAGNUM OPUS, his life’s
greatest work. The book is titled,
How Now Shall We Live? In it, he
explores life’s most important
philosophical and metaphysical
questions: (1) Where did we come from and existence and give us meaning in life. When
who are we? (2) What has gone wrong with we answer these questions, those answers
will determine our
the world?
perspectives of the
(3) What can we do
“One
of
the
more
interesting
world and is often
to fix it? (4) How
experiments
in
recent
years
has
been
called
our
should
we
the
growth
of
the
Christian
Classical
“worldview.”
If
we
therefore live our
school
movement…
This
approach
is
answer
each
of
the
lives?
having a dramatic effect in creating
first three questions
academically
stellar
Christian
schools
honestly, there is an
These are the
across the country.”
answer required in
questions that face
the last question. In
all mankind and
Chuck Colson, How ow Shall We Live
other words, the
have
troubled
answers to the first
civilizations down
through the ages. The answers to these three have necessary implications for the
questions define or explain our very fourth. One implication is the kind of
education and training we seek for our
children. Colson therefore rightly includes in
How Now Shall We Live? at least two
chapters dealing with education.
Unfortunately, too many people wrestle with
the big philosophical questions never settling
on any consistent conclusion while at the
same time consistently rejecting the answers
of the Bible. We then quite naturally live out
the consequences. We wonder why children
Continued on page 4 (Grand Experiment)
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F ro m
Mr . J o h n s t o n
2nd / 3rd Grade &
History and Science
Language Arts:
• 2nd - We have begun this year
with review of all previous
concepts and sight words, working
to strengthen fluency and
comprehension. Grammar class
focused on review of our
definition jingles and putting
words in alphabetical order.
• 3rd - Our “senior” students
continue reading the exciting
Black Ships Before Troy.
Math: Both classes have started the
year with heavy doses of review. We
are doing speed drills and had our first
assessment this week!
K/1st History: We continued to discuss
the first days of creation, the Fall, and
the gospel promise. 1st grade got a
refresher on three key dates 1492,
1620, and 1776.
2nd/3rd History: This year we turn
our history clocks back to c. 2200 B.C.
and work our way chronologically
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through the empires of ancient Greece
and Rome. Along the way we will also
highlight those events that connect to
the biblical narrative. You will find
your child coming home with one new
flashcard each week. It will highlight
the event or topic for that week. We
just finished a brief look at the Minoan
and the Mycenaean
cultures.
K/1st Science: Our
younger scholars
began the year
asking
and
answering
these
questions: What is
SCIENCE?
(The
study of God’s
physical works of
creation.) How do
we do science and
what do we use to
do it? (We ask
questions,
read/
research, and make observations using
our senses and various scientific tools.)
This week we talked about how to
solve a problem. Be sure to ask them
about the problem we solved that
involved baking soda and vinegar.
2nd/3rd Science: Our first unit this
year is a study of LIGHT and the human
eye. We continue to work on this
unit’s SOUND OFF!
2nd Latin: We learned a few more
vocabulary words this week and
continue to sing the Vale Song and
others.
3rd Grade Latin: Latin continues to be
a highlight for our kids. We are
practicing our verbs endings and are
learning lots of new vocabulary. We
will have a quiz at the end of each
week. For added Latin practice, please
allow your children to visit the website:

Headventureland.com

Charles Colson and Nancy Pearcy,

How Now Shall We Live?
Tyndell House, 1999. Can be found at:
http://www.colsoncenterstore.org/product.asp?
sku=0842318089
Also, see Colson discuss Christian Classical
Education at:
http://www.breakpoint.org/multimedia/
entry/18/14006
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Family and learned about The
Line Family this week. The
students were able to think
about the characteristics of
each family and draw some
examples.
Art 2nd/3rd: The students
thought about the Dot, Circle,
and Line Family as they drew a
bird.
The students are
learning how to look and think
carefully about each line
(straight, curved, angle), dot,
and circle as they draw.

F ro m
Mrs. Og le
K/1st & Specials
K Reading: This week we reviewed the
letter A and also the letter M. The
students practiced writing both A and
M and finding words beginning with
these letter sounds.
K Math:
The students graphed
pictures on pictographs, identified
most and fewest on a graph, identified
left and right, wrote numbers (0,6,8,9),
ordered sets from smallest to largest
and also least to greatest. They also
collected and sorted data to create a
bar-graph.
1st Reading:
This week students
learned about the
endings ing, ang, ong,
and ung. They also
reviewed
the
consonant digraphs sh,
wh, th, and ch and read
their first book for the
year,
"Ella
Sings
Jazz."
The story is
about the famous jazz
singer Ella Fitzgerald.
1st Math: The students
identified and acted out
"Some, Some Went
Away" stories and

"Some, Some More" stories. They also
learned how to number a clock face
and identify the time one hour ago
and one hour from now. Finally, they
identified even and odd numbers and
ordinal position to the twelfth.
1st Language Arts: We reviewed
nouns and focused on Common and
Proper nouns. The
students
learned
how to write their
full names. They
also learned a new
poem
entitled,
"Work".
Specials:
Art K/1st:
We reviewed the
characteristics of the Dot and Circle

Music: We continued our
story, " Mozart's Magnificent Voyage",
t h i s
w e e k .
P.E. Kindergarten/1st grade:
This
week the students reviewed walking
and also learned what their bodies do
when running. We played some games
to practice walking and running. We
also ran around the trail cut in the
woods to begin working on
e n d u r a n c e .
P. E. 2nd/3rd: We began our unit on
Soccer this week. The students learned
and practiced the inside and outside
foot dribble. We were also able to
practice our running on the trail. We
are working on increasing our distance
and endurance as we run.
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A Grand Experiment
(continued from pg.1)

and young adults seem so adrift when
the adults leading them haven’t
answered with any satisfaction those
questions that define our humanity.
Education suffers when we do not
know who we are (or wrongly answer).
Schools and community suffers when
we cannot (or will not) admit to what
has gone wrong with the world. Most
importantly, we all suffer when we
refuse the only solution when He
stands at the door and knocks. Truth,
beauty, and goodness disappear.
We are engaged in a grand
experiment. We are asking ourselves,
“Can we reverse the societal
consequences foisted upon us by
generations of neglect and
uncertainty?” Can we give to our
children more than that which has
been given to us? I believe that we
can because there are true answers to
the big questions in life. There are
answers to the great questions and
those answers have consequences.
Perhaps I’ll address the answers in
future notes (Colson spends 491 pages
doing it), but for now I simply want to
remind ourselves that we must
meditate upon these questions and
form coherent answers as we consider
the duty of education.
In his last section of the book, Colson
discusses our responsibility to make
the education of our children a
priority. He argues for a diligence in
child rearing that will equip children to
live faithfully according sound biblical
answers to the big questions in life.
Among all the very sad statistics about
the current state of education, he
discusses a few positive movements
that have sprung up to address this
crisis. One of those beacons of light is
the philosophical approach that has
given birth to our own Bradford
Academy. This is what he has to say
about it:
One

of

the

more

interesting

experiments in recent years has been
the growth of the Christian classical
school movement. Classical education
is based on the idea that in any subject
there is a three-stage development of
learning. Students must (1)know the
basics of a subject (what the ancient
Greeks called “grammar”); (2) be able
to reason clearly about it (“logic”); and
(3) apply it in a creative, persuasive
manner (“rhetoric”).
Classical
education teaches students how to use
these basic tools of learning to
appreciate the best of Western
culture’s classical heritage. Students
listen to symphonies, study paintings,
and read great works of literature by
Homer, Plato, Dante, Shakespeare,
Dickens, and Dostoyevsky.
This
approach is having a dramatic effect in
creating academically stellar Christian
schools across the country.”
Others have described what we are
doing as a great project to “repair the
ruins.” Christian classical education is
meant to challenge students to
wrestle with the big questions. But,
we will not be satisfied with the
wrestling alone. We are working to
help this next generation come to firm
conclusions such that they can do
something about it.
This grand
experiment will test the theory that
we can recover what we have lost;
that we can educate in such a way that
students will love truth, beauty and
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goodness.
How do we do it? That is the topic for
another time. Suffice it to say, we
begin with Proverbs 1:7, “the fear of
the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge, but fools despise wisdom
and instruction.”
From there we seek to build and
establish an academic program that
looks to graduation and asks, “What
do we want that graduate to look
like?” We then start working in
Kindergarten to that end. This is why
we are designing a full K-12 program.
We focus now on grammar and
memorization, but we will move to
logic and rhetoric as the grades are
added.
Lord willing, we’ll see a great harvest
among our children. Peace and grace!
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G E T YO U R
MOV E O N !
This year Bradford Academy will
be participating in the 4th Annual
Mebane on the Move Fitness
Festival. This event sponsored by
the Mebane Women’s Club
features a family friendly Mebane
Mad Dash One Miler! Please
consider participating in this local
event. It would be great if we
could have all of our families
represented sporting Bradford Tshirts and showing support for this
fitness initiative.
See you
downtown!

Saturday, Sept. 11th
(Fee - $1 donation)
REGISTRATION: 9:00 AM

RACE: 9:30AM

B r a d f o r d
A c a d e m y

LOGO WEAR
Don’t forget this opportunity to show
your school spirit!
T-shirts, mugs, & more!
Please visit our online store at …

www.cafepress.com/bradacad
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B r adf or d Hou s es

Austerfield
Leiden
Plymouth
Scrooby
Your child has been placed in a house.
It isn’t really as odd as it first sounds.
And we are not Harry Potter wannabes.
The HOUSE SYSTEM is a
longstanding tradition in many British
schools and can be found in various
forms in old schools throughout the
United States and Canada. It originates
from the traditions of boarding schools
in which the students lived in separate
buildings or houses. The students
would engage in competitions, events,
and challenges as a team based on the
house group.
I believe that some healthy
competition (academic, artistic, and
athletic) can be very helpful for
developing interpersonal skills and
cooperation, motivation, and virtuous
conduct. It can also be a lot of fun! I
have divided our students into four
houses. These houses will be their
permanent placement for their time at
Bradford Academy. The house is also
connected along family lines so
siblings, cousins, and even children and
grandchildren will be part of the
house! I have chosen as house names
four important cities in the life of
William Bradford.
Last year’s champion was Leiden
House. Their name holds the place of

esteem on the coveted Bradford House
Cup. Our new students have been
added to the houses. Here are the
listings:

Austerfield - (Black/White) Veronica,
Cecelia, Reagan, Joseph, Noah, and Mattison
Leiden - (Red/Black) Avonlea, Jack, Olivia,
Thys, Ethan, and Mattie Adams
Plymouth - (Red/White) Emma, Elena,
Sailor, Lucy, Joshua, Elijah, and Giobann

Scrooby - (Red/Gray) Landon, Luke,
Kaitlyn, Chip, Bella, Connor, and Emma Rose
Let the fun begin!

